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Introduction

Boroondara Bicycle Users Group exists to promote cycling and to advocate for improvements to cycling infrastructure in Boroondara and surrounding areas. BBUG will make this submission available on its website.

Referenced documents:

http://boroondarabug.org/wiki/index.php/Trail_names 
Executive Summary

There is an urgent need for a more unified approach to the naming of the trails that make up the Metropolitan Off-road Network, and a central system for the registration of these names. A standard approach to signage on these trails is also highly desirable.
BBUG suggested recommended actions
I am writing on behalf of the Boroondara Bicycle Users Group (BBUG) to urge joint action on a serious defect in our metropolitan trail network.

Melbourne, and indeed Victoria, is fortunate to have a large number of off-road shared trails for use by cyclists and pedestrians. What we don’t have as yet is state-wide agreement on, and registration of, the names of these trails.

This causes a number of serious problems. Trails change their names as they pass from one municipality to another. Signage is inconsistent, and often lacking altogether, in part because responsible authorities just don’t know what names to use for the trails or have differing views on this.

This in turn creates difficulties for those trying to follow the trails whether on foot or by bike. It makes it hard to report problems, such as hazards on the trails, or to obtain help in emergencies. It also creates difficulties for cycle advocates, traffic engineers and other interested parties when engaging in discussion of potential improvements to trails. It creates problems for those producing street directories such as Melway, or maps such as the TravelSmart series.

A very recent example of the current confused approach to the naming of trails is provided by the new trail alongside the Deer Park Bypass. It appears that while this trail is being referred to as the ‘Deer Park Bypass Wellness Trail’ or simply ‘Wellness Trail’ on the VicRoads web site (http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/Home/RoadsAndProjects/RoadProjects/WesternSuburbs/DeerParkBypass.htm ) it may actually have been signed, perhaps rather more succinctly and helpfully, as the ‘Western Freeway Trail’.
For a fuller discussion of these issues see http://boroondarabug.org/wiki/index.php/Trail_names 
BBUG has been urging Boroondara Council for some time to improve signage on our trails. Now that work is afoot to do just that we realise that, as well as agreeing on names for our trails, it would also be useful to have some brief form of identification, for example to use in pavement stencils. In some parts of the world major long-distance trails are numbered, but unless a numbering system is agreed city-wide or preferably state- or even nation-wide it could be more confusing than helpful. Three letter abbreviations like those used on the Emergency Markers are possibly preferable to numbers, but these too should be developed in a consistent manner. A consistent style of signage to be used also needs to be settled on. Not only would this make signs easier for trail users to spot but it could even lead to economies of scale for authorities funding such signage.
It is a pity that the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) has installed its Emergency Markers on various trails before agreed names or abbreviations for all trails have been established, although it appears that ESTA have made considerable efforts in this regard. It is also unfortunate that the signs offer no assistance with way-finding and are designed solely for emergency use. Signage is not cheap and as a rule the fewer signs there are the more likely walkers, and especially faster moving cyclists, are to be able to look at them and take in the information presented on them.

We urge the various relevant agencies: Parks Victoria, VicRoads, Bicycle Victoria and ESTA, to confer on this issue, as a matter of urgency, with a view to establishing some guidelines as to which body/bodies have the responsibility for naming which trails; how these names can best be abbreviated; where and how these names and abbreviations should be registered; how they can be communicated to each other and to other relevant agencies, such as municipal councils and Melway; and what sort of signage is most appropriate on our trails.

According to one ESTA spokesman what is needed is for local government authorities to submit trail names to DSE Spatial Infrastructure Information (SII) for inclusion into VicMap. This should be done as trails are constructed and named. Another option proposed by ESTA is to log them on DSE Notice Edification Service (NES) to get them named. This leaves unanswered the question as to who has naming rights/responsibilities for trails that cross municipal boundaries as many if not most do.

Conclusion 

We do not claim to have the answer as to exactly what process should be followed. However it is certainly time that this issue be tackled in a less piecemeal fashion than it has been to date, which will require greater cooperation between various relevant agencies.
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